REGILDING THE CRESCENT
sowing runs the risk of summer droughts, and the
autumn sowing suffers from winter frosts. The
commercial position of opium is somewhat pecu-
liar. Owing to the restrictions placed on its
growth and consumption by the Governments of
Great Britain, China and the United States, a
surplus stock, difficult of realisation, must in-
evitably bring a fall in price. The drug will
always be required for the extraction of mor-
phine, in which the Turkish quality is particularly
rich; but the chief reason for the continued
cultivation of the opium poppy is the oil, largely
used in Turkey as an article of food. Scratch-
ing the poppy-heads for the juice is tedious work,
and a serious fall in price might render the
returns inadequate for so much labour.
Soft opium is bought chiefly for Peru, Japan
and Cuba, where the finest grades of opium are
in demand. The opium grown in the Malatia
district, containing a larger percentage of mor-
phine, is more valuable than the grades sold by
druggists. Poppy-seed, a by-product of opium,
is exported in great quantity to Europe, the
surplus being crushed in the country for the
sake of the oil, which is much used in cooking.
Otto of roses is chiefly supplied by Bulgaria,
but Anatolia also produces it, As this is essen-
tially a peasant industry, the Ottoman Govern-
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